The inducible NO synthase is downregulated during apoptosis of malignant cells from B-cell chronic lymphocytic leukemia induced by flavopiridol and polyphenols.
Downregulation of iNOS and NO is a pathway common for flavones and polyphenols, two distinct families of phytoalexins. Our data suggest that inhibition of the NO pathway could be one of the mechanisms involved in the proapoptotic properties of these phytoalexins in leukemia B-cells.